
LAUNCH CONTACT:  

 

Prior to Launch: DYC office 905 934 8325,ext 21. Yard chair Dan Sundy  905 892 

3840  (Donôt call after 2130 hours, or your boat wonôt be launching this year) 

 

Day of Launch: Yard cell phone 905 708 8912 or VHF will be on channel 71. 
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Launch schedules will be posted in the lobby at the club.  They will have the order of launch 

(essentially the reverse of how you came out) and approximate times of launch.  Sign up for the 

morning or afternoon shift. Work on this day goes toward mandatory hours.   

If you launch, for example in the afternoon and sign up for the morning shift then you have no con-

flict.  It is acceptable to sign up for the same shift as your launch.  If you do get your boat ready for 
launch, and then join the shift.  When your boat is due to launch, excuse yourself, get launched, get 

docked, make sure that there are no leaksé.and then get back to the work crew and help launch your 

neighbourôs boat, who just launched you. Please stay until the end of shift.  

WEEK BEFORE LAUNCH:  

As part of your preparations, test your engine to ensure that you can promptly get away from the 

launch dock. 

YARD PROTOCOL: See page 4  

DAY OF LAUNCH:  

Arrive one hour early: any posted launch time is a crude estimate only.  The first ten launches on the 

list should arrive at 0800 hours.  Make sure there is no loose gear on the deck that can fall off.  Have 

two lines of 25 to 30 feet dangling one at the bow one at the stern, to direct the boat while it is in the 

air. Have 2 lines at least 12 feet long, make a loop in one end.  These are to tie the crane straps to-
gether. 

POLICY:  No boat will be launched without the owner or designated agent in attendance. 

POLICY:  No boat will be launched whose owner has not paid their appropriate dues. 
The crane is rented for one day only!  Launch will start promptly at 8am and go until every boat is 

in. The Club will move boats to a storage position in the event the skipper is not present.  The Club 

cannot assume responsibility for boats that have to be moved and not launched.  After launch it is the 

responsibility of the boat owner to fold your cradle within a week and remove any trailers for which 

you have not paid summer trailer storage.  Trailers without a current sticker will be removed by the 

club. 

YOU WILL NEED: W ork gloves, hard hat. Dress for the weather, if a chance of rain have water-

proof boots. Life vest for dock duty 
NEW MEMBERS: Watch for a few boats, decide what you would like to do, and report to the lead 

person to see if they need help.  

SAFETY FIRST: Keep hands away from straps during lifts. Do not walk under any load, neither 

empty straps or loaded boats. Listen to the lead hand, who is in charge of the lift in the yard, and the 

launch at the dock. If you see any circumstance that is unsafe, YELL to alert your crew. 

 

Boat Launch Friday 07 May 2010.  0800 hours  
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Commodoreõs Comments by Chris McLaughlin 
L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ 
read this, boat launch will 
be only days away! The 
mood in the yards is one of 
eager anticipation of a 
great sailing season to 
come. So many boat own-
ers take such pride in mak-
ing their vessels sparkling 
clean and totally ship-shape 
ŦƻǊ ƭŀǳƴŎƘΗ LΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
a boating member of such a 
club. And I apologize in 
ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ Ψ/Ω 
yard who will have to 
launch without my help this 
Spring. Susan and I have to 
go to Illinois on the Friday 
ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŀ Ψōŀǘ ƳƛǘȊπ
ǾŀƘΩτthe coming-of-age 
ceremony for a female of 
the Jewish faith. It is my 
niece, and we are taking 
part in the ceremony.  
I am sorry to not only let 
my friends down, but also 
because I think of launch 
day as one of my favourite 
days in the year. It, and 
ΨŘƻŎƪǎ ƛƴΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ 
completed, are times when 
convivial and hard-working 
club members work shoul-
der-to-shoulder, for the 
good of the club. The 
friendship and camaraderie 
on those days is second to 
none! I believe this year, 
led by stalwarts Dave 
Pressley, Dale Jack, Brian 
Morgan and ably assisted 
ōȅ ȅŀǊŘ ΨŎƻƭƻƴŜƭΩ 5ŀǾŜΣ ǿŜ 
managed to set a world 
record for completing the 
dock launch in the shortest 
amount of time! Congratu-
lations to all.  
There is much happening 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜπ
ceived word that the Shick-
luna generating station, a 
proposed project which 

might have adversely af-
fected the current in the 
harbour, has been can-
celled. Good news for DYC.  
The condominium sales 
office for the Port Place 
project is scheduled to 
open this month, setting in 
motion changes to our area 
that will eventually affect 
us all. It is my hope that 
these changes produce 
positive results for our har-
bour area. I believe there is 
potential for great benefit 
to our club.  
Manager John and I will 
meet with Mayor McMul-
lan prior to the May Board 
meeting to report on our 
meetings with Recreation 
and Community Services 
and, importantly, to let the 
Mayor know of our deter-
mination as a club to stand 
up for our rights when the 
city decides to go ahead 
with paid parking in the 
Lakeside lot. We do not 
intend to lose any privi-
leges we have enjoyed over 
the 70 years we have 
leased our property from 
the city.  
Something I share with all 
boaters at DYC is the reali-
Ȋŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ Ƴȅ 
boat nearly as much as I 
should. This summer I am 
pledging to myself that I 
will take full advantage of 
my boating membership 
ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛƭ Ψ5ŜǎŀŦƛƴŀŘƻΩ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ 
ought to be sailed! I chal-
lenge all of our boating 
members to join me in get-
ting out there on the water 
ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ 
intentτǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǉǳǘ 
it into practice.I am privi-
leged to be a member of a 
club with so many great 

membersτand a Board of 
Directors that is second to 
none! Some recent devel-
opments: Sharon has 
started off with a bang as 
Entertainment Directorτ
along with her committee 
she has planned a full and 
exciting social calendar for 
all of us. Yard chair Dan has 
again done an amazing job 
in preparing for launch. 
Please sign up in the lobby 
and read his excellent and 
detailed instructions on 
how to help make launch 
day a huge success. Dock 
/ƘŀƛǊ 5Ω!ǊŎȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜ 
as Trent and his merry men 
complete the dock bracing 
on the new dock prior to 
launch day. House Chair 
Barb is taking in hundreds 
of useful items as I write 
this in preparation for our 
giant May 1st Garage Sale. 
Come out and support our 
club by donating items and 
purchasing things at our 
sale! LTS Chair Paul is pre-
paring for another hugely 
successful learn-to-sail sea-
son with head instructor 
Andrew coming back for 
one more year. And rumour 
has it that Vice-
Commodore Jim will actu-
ally leave the dock and go 
boating this season!  
As we swing into another 
boating year, I hope to see 
many of you on the docks, 
on the patio, and in our 
dining room and lounge, 
not to mention waving a 
ŎƘŜŜǊȅ ΨƘŜƭƭƻΩ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ōƻŀǘǎ 
pass out on the lake!  
I wish all DYC members a 
happy summer, filled with 
perfect boating weather 
and the time to enjoy it. 
See you out there!  
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The docks are in the water following a successful dock launch. There are reports that our 

capable volunteers shaved six minutes off of last yearôs record time for dock launch. May 

7th is boat launch and we will soon have the boats where they belong. Our season is over far 

too soon, so letôs get out there and enjoy it. 

To promote the enjoyment of the club by all, please remember some common sense rules. 

Your music may sound great to you, but not so great to the boat across the water. Please 

respect your neighbours and keep the volumes to a level for your ears only. Our docks are 

filling up and space is at a premium. Please keep your dinghy tied so it does not interfere 

with the docking of other boats and allows us to accommodate visiting boats.  

We have some new members so if you see a stranger walking the docks say hi and make 

them feel welcome. If they are trespassers that attention is usually enough to make them 

leave. If they are new members, you will have just made someone feel a little more com-

fortable at DYC. Please exercise common sense and consideration in the use of common 

areas. They are for all members and guests. 

Please remember to tear down your cradle after boat launch. Our cars, dry sailors and Learn 

to Sail boats need the space. That piece of old pipe or odd lumber that 

is and integral part of your boatôs winter storage system may look spe-

cial to you, but it looks like old pipe or odd lumber to everyone else. If 

you will need it in the fall, the responsibility of taking care of it falls on 

you. 

I feel like a mother giving a lecture here, but if we all think about each 

other as well as ourselves, life this summer will be better for all. 

I hope you will join us after boat launch for the Pub & Grubbier event 

in the clubhouse. Come as you are and enjoy the entertainment and ac-

tivities.  

The boating season gets started quickly. The race season starts on Wednesday May 12 and 

the first cruise is the long week-end, May 22 to 24. Get the winter woollies on and enjoy 

the water. 

Rear Commodoreõs Notes by Sharon Paris 

D A L H O U S I E  Y A C H T  C L U B  T H E  B R E E Z E  

The Dalhousie Yacht Club 2010 Cruise Schedule

 
 Cruise Sign Up sheets are now posted in the club. 

22-May-10 24-May-10 OYS Outbound Cruise 

1-Jul-10 4-Jul-10 Cruise to RCYC 

24-Jul-10 25-Jul-10 ABYC - Jazz Festival 

31-Jul-10 2-Aug-10 Cruise to PCYC 

21-Aug-10 22-Aug-10 EYC - Outbound Cruise 

28-Aug-10 29-Aug-10 Cruise to Highland 
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YARD PROTOCOL  

 

Winter covering material should be recycled where possible.  Offer, carefully removed shrinkwrap to some-
one with a smaller boat, or use it one more year.  If discarded make sure it gets into the large dumpster bins 

and not in the small trash drums. 

Paint materials must be disposed of in an environmentally responsible manner ï if the paint is dry (disposable 
brushes, coveralls) material can go into dumpsters.  If the material is a volume of wet paint then follow the 

City of St. Catharines outline for  hazardous waste facilities and scheduling. 

Car anti-freeze and batteries are not to be discarded at the DYC waste bins or trash drums; they go to the haz-
ardous waste depots also. 

Sanding of hulls that results in dust blowing onto other boats or DYC property  is not allowed.  Wet sanding 

is permitted. 

Minor hull work preparing surfaces for paint must be done in a manner that is controlled.  Drop sheets to col-
lect sanded material removed from hull surfaces is a requirement of working in our yards. 

Water and power is available in the yards prior to boat launch to facilitate spring maintenance. 

Happy Hour Specials  
Live Entertainment  

from 4 ð 7 p.m.  
Come as you are  

and bring the crew.  
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WE NEED YOU AND YOUR BOAT!  
Over the past 12 years the DYC Easter Seals Regatta has raised nearly $270,000.  This year the thirteenth 

Kiwanis Easter Seals Regatta is being held at Dalhousie Yacht Club on Sunday, June 27.  As 

boat owners, families and volunteer helpers arrive everyone is invited to take part in activities on the dock.  

The Steel Drum Band will be playing and the Opening Ceremony will officially begin our event at noon.  

Lunches are provided and distributed to boats.  Easter Seals families are assigned to boats for you to take out 

on the water for a pleasant, short cruise and lunch.  Firefighters volunteer their time to lift children, wheel-

chairs and any other assistive devices onboard and off at the end of the cruise.  Photographs are taken as boats 

leave the dock and provide a remembrance of the day for every Easter Seals family. 

The night before, Saturday, June 26th a fundraiser ñRock ón the Dockò is held at the Club.  Dinner, 

live music, and auctions - both live and silent, take place beginning at 6:00 p.m.   We need new, large or small 

auction items for this event to raise funds for Easter Seals children.  Tickets will be sold by committee mem-

bers at the cost of $25.00.  Tickets must be purchased prior to Saturday night.  Invite friends and create 

an evening of fun together. 

We need your help!  Please offer to assist in one of the following ways: 

¶ bring your boat and one mate for the regatta on Sunday 

¶ provide an item to auction at ñRockôn the Dockò 

¶ help with the many jobs to be done on the day of the regatta. 

You can contact any of the following committee members to offer your assistance: Bill Sullivan, Roberta 

Fitzsimons, Tom vanLoenen, Sharron Burse, John or Margaret Krall, Michelle Gagnon, or Eileen 

Fleming.    

Easter Seals Regatta by Eileen Fleming 

D A L H O U S I E  Y A C H T  C L U B  T H E  B R E E Z E  

FIRST AID COURSE 

     DATE: May 25th 2010  

     TIME: 6:00 PMð9:00 PM  

     PLACE:  Dalhousie Yacht Club 

     COST: $55 

     Space is limited to 25 people 

     Register: manager@discoverdyc.com   

 

 

mailto:manager@discoverdyc.com
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BVI Spring Regatta by Simon Krall 
Iôm On a Boat!  British Vir-

gin Islands Spring Regatta 

and Sailing Festival 

     The end of March rolled 
in and five of us headed out 

of Buffalo Airport to test 

our mettle in the Caribbean 

on a Beneteau 393 char-

tered from BVI Yacht Char-

ters in Road Town.  Ken 

Stremlaw, Tom Hexamer, 

Ryan Billings, Dave 

Everett, and myself signed 

up to race in two regattas; 

the five of us braved the sun 
and represented DYC in 

two long distance races and 

three days of course racing. 

     Our 40 footer appeared 

to be no match in the long 

distance races (or you can 

blame my poor drink mak-

ing skills [too stiff > too 

weak]).  We were the small-

est boat in our class (most 

of our opponents were 

Bareboat A) and we gave 
the larger boats a run for 

their money as we raced 

from Nanny Cay Yacht 

Club on Tortola Island to 

the Bitter End Yacht Club 

on Virgin Gorda.  Two days 

later we raced back and 

struggled through some 
crazy lulls on the open 

ocean.  We finished 6th and 

5th respectively out of 16 

registered boats, but only 

maybe 9 got started.  In the 

first race we finished three 

minutes out of third --- not 

bad for a race that took four 

hours (the way home took 

five).  The start of the sec-

ond race was pretty crazy as 
we had to navigate through 

the shadows and obstruc-

tions of anchored mega-

yachts, someone shooting 

water balloons at us, and a 

couple poor suckers way 

out of their league on Ho-

bies trying to stay out of our 

way. 

     Course racing was way 

more intense.  The first race 

was honking with winds 
over 20 knots but relatively 

flat seas.  For the first time 

in my life I reefed the main 

and I think it paid off im-

proving on our 7th with a 

5th.  Day two was crazy 

with lulls and a shortened 

course that had close to 
thirty 40+ foot boats herd-

ing  and circling around an 

island screaming at each 

other for room (starboard 

boats outside leeward boats 

with obstruction rights [the 

island]).  Not my piece of 

cake considering the insur-

ance on the boat came with 

a $3000 deductable.  It was 

so chaotic they ended up 
throwing out the race.  We 

finished 8th in the second 

race --- it was an exciting 

start squeezing in on a port 

tack fetching start, and with 

two emergency tacks at the 

committee boat (the crew 

was not impressed with my 

tactics, but I was impressed 

with their ability to roll with 

it).  Day three was another 

light air race, but somehow 
we managed to stay in the 

pack with the faster boats.  

Despite my disappointment 

when the fleet took off on 

us midway, I was floored to 

learn we finished 4th. 

     After all was said and 

done, we finished 6th out of 

14 boats.  I was very im-

pressed with how well we 

came together as a team, 
sailing a 40 foot boat in a 

challenging regatta.  We 

made friends from all 

around the world and im-

pressed everyone with our 

fun loving attitude and our 

DYC ability to party.  It 

was an expensive regatta, 

but I would do it again.  I 

just need to make sure I 

donôt have a fulltime job 

and a little more room on 
the line of credit.  Oh, pic-

tures are on 

ken.kirby25.com (BVI 

2010). 
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Fleet Captainõs Log by Simon Krall 
     It is good to see the 

Committee Boat back in the 

water ï I hope that our Race 

Committee feels comfort-
able and safe on her!  Soon 

we will have the starting 

cannon hooked up; it should 

make for a distinct begin-

ning to our race season 

(May 12th).  By the time this 

article is out, we have met 

for our Racing Meeting, the 

marks are in the water 

(thank you Chris Turner for 

organizing the volunteers 
for this), and I hope the new 

website is up and running --

- you can go to the Race 

Page to upload Race In-

structions, check up on Re-

gatta Information, and voice 

your questions and concerns 

(thank you Gwen for your 

hard work getting the web-

page redesigned). 

     Very soon I will form a 

search committee to pur-

chase us a new Committee/

Work boat.  I am looking 

for people to be on this 
committee who are knowl-

edgeable about power boats 

who can help make the de-

cisions (currently, Bob Fry, 

Jim White, and Bill Sulli-

van have offered to help).  

We also need to do some 

additional fundraising! 

     The Race Program needs 

more volunteers for Race 

Committee activities.  Len 
McIntosh has informed me 

that he will be racing his 

boat this year and would 

like to step off the Commit-

tee Boat.  Len has done a 

great job in the past keeping 

me on my toes with time-

lines, organizing the 50/50 

draws, providing support 

from the board, and keeping 

the racing organized and 

professional.  For those of 

you who want to participate 

more in Club activities the 

Race Committee is an excit-
ing and social opportunity 

to be out on the lake and 

coordinate the on-water 

racing.  I will do my best to 

get a training course here 

for level 1 Race Officers.  

We will have a night soon 

to explain how race starts 

work.  Please, if you want 

to race, want to help, or 

want to learn more, contact 
me --- donôt be shy to come 

out and join us.  I love rac-

ing and want to make sure 

there are opportunities out 

there for everyone to par-

ticipate. 

     See you soon, and stay 

up! 

P.S. Does anyone want to 

lend me their boat for the 

Ontario 300? 

Former DYC members 

are important to our his-

tory.  You are invited to 

return to DYC during 

Sail Past, 12 June 2010, 

1600 hours.   

If you are in contact 

with former members 

please encourage them 

to show up and renew 

old friends.   

If you have any old ma-

terial or pictures from 

when you were active 

members please drop 

them off for use cele-

brating our 75th Anniversary.  Any material will be returned if requested. 

Sail Past by Dan Sundy 
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Cabin Fever Fun 


