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 Learn to Sail by Paul Haynes 

The Learn to Sail program is gearing up for another great season with Andrew Gra-
ham leading the program as head coach. Returning for her 2nd year is Emily Van-
cise and new Instructor Eric Richert will be joining the team. Andrew Graham has 
been has been head coach for many years and is a great asset to the DYC LTS 
program, however this will probably be his final year as he is finished university and 
will seek a career. Emily Vancise is 
a graduate of the DYC LTS pro-
gram which is really great to have a 
home grown instructor. Eric Richert 
our newest instructor brings a wide 
range of skills in dinghy sailing and 
racing. The biggest news is that 
DYC LTS program will be purchas-
ing a new sailboat for the pro-
gram, the boat is a Topaz Vibe that 
is manufactured by Topper Boats. 
This is a brand new modern club 
boat that is geared towards a 
bronze level sailor, the boat has a 
mainsail, jib and asymmetrical spin-
naker with retractable bow sprit and 
trapeze. The best feature is that the 
hull is constructed from a virtually 
indestructible high tech plastic 
which comes with a 3 year hull war-
ranty. Junior sailing clubs are begin-
ning to move towards these types of 
hulls for durability, which will drasti-
cally reduce the maintenance cost 
compared with fibreglass hulls, 
these boats also have a much 
longer life span. Barrie Yacht club has 6 Topaz Vibes, and are very happy with 
their purchase. The Vibe is fast and fun and will keep the kids coming back year 
after year. We hope to purchase another Vibe for next year and maybe through a 
Trillium grant in the future we can upgrade our entire aging fleet. The DYC Learn to 
Sail program is vital to our club and community, allowing kids to learn and experi-
ence the joy of sailing, not to mention the revenue it generates for our club and cre-
ating new members down the road. Visit the Learn to Sail area to check out the 

new Topaz Vibe this summer. 
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Commodoreõs Comments by Chris McLaughlin 
 As I write this, we have 
just come through a glo-
rious Victoria Day week-
end on the water, with 
many of our members 
enjoying their boats in 
the sunny, summery 
weather our area experi-
enced.  
Unfortunately for sev-
eral, the good times 
were interrupted by a 
visit from the Niagara 
Regional Police Marine 
Unit, with some of our 
members receiving fines 
for various infractions, 
most involving not hav-
ing the proper safety 
equipment on board.  

We all must familiarize 
ourselves with the safety 
equipment that is re-
quired for a vessel of 
various sizes. I know of 
two members who were 
cited for not having 
proper registration num-
bers displayed, and not 
having Pleasure Craft 
Operator cards. It be-

hooves us as boat own-
ers to make sure we are 
in compliance with ma-
rine safety regulations.  
I know I did a check of 
my own equipment and 
promptly visited the ma-
rine store recently for a 
new supply of signal 
flares. I also purchased a 
new waterproof flash-
light and a new signaling 
horn. Complete regula-
tions for all vessels are 
available online. There is 
really no excuse for not 
being aware of the re-
quirements. As a club 
dedicated to safe boat-
ing, among other things, 

ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŜ 
are a good exam-
ple to others on 
the lake.  
On another note, I 
heard reports that 
our cruisers en-
ƧƻȅŜŘ ΨǊƻȅŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǘπ
ƳŜƴǘΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 
to Oakville. Some 
heard it mentioned 
that Oakville 
wanted to live up 
to the excellent 
hosting example 
set by DYC last sea-

son! At this end, we tried 
our best to attend to the 
h¸{ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ 
and wants while in our 
port. Several mentioned 
the outstanding food and 
service in our restaurant. 
We are gaining quite the 
reputation for excellence 
around the lakeτƭŜǘΩǎ 
keep it up!  

On an incoming cruise 
weekend, try and meet 
and greet our visitors, 
whether it be on the east 
side clubhouse docks or 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ.Ω ŘƻŎƪΦ IŜƭǇ 
them into their slip if 
current is an issue! Show 
them where the ameni-
ties, such as barbecues, 
are located. And please 
be good neighbours, as 
Vice-Commodore Sharon 
has said, and keep music 
onboard our boats for 
ΨȅƻǳǊ ŜŀǊǎ ƻƴƭȅΩΦ  
I wish you many days of 
happy boating this sea-
ǎƻƴΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ǎƻπ
cial member, please join 
us frequently on our 
patio or inside, where 
you can greet passing 
boating members and 
enjoy the amazing sun-
setsτƻǳǊ ΨƳƛƭƭƛƻƴ-dollar 
ǾƛŜǿΩΦ IŀǾŜ ŀ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ 
or a meal and enjoy the 
company of our friendly 
members!  
Finally, on a happy note, 
I am pleased to tell you 
that, for the first time in 
a number of years, all 
docks at the Dalhousie 
Yacht Club are full for 
the season! A real tri-
umph for our club, and a 
sign that our economy is 
indeed coming round. A 
waiting list is a good 
thing to have for a club 
like ours! Enjoy your 
summer, and I look for-
ǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ΨƘƛΩ ƴŜȄǘ 
time you and I meet at 
our club!  


